[Detection of methylotrophs in natural samples by amplifying a fragment of the moxF gene].
A method for detection of methylotrophic microorganisms with the help of the polymerase chain reaction was developed. Two primers were synthesized, designed on the basis of comparing conservative sequences of the genes encoding the large subunit of methanol dehydrogenase. The developed system was tested with six strains of methylotrophic bacteria and with natural samples collected in the Bunger Hills oasis, eastern Antarctica. The results suggested a possibility of application of the developed method for qualitative detection of methylotrophs in natural samples.